Massachusetts Access to Justice Commission
Membership Statement
The Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court shall appoint a Massachusetts Access to Justice Commission.  Terms will be three years, with initial terms staggered, except that the two Co-Chairs will not be staggered.  The Justices shall seek to assure that the membership reflects geographic, gender, and racial and ethnic diversity.  Members will generally serve no more than two full terms.  Except for the individuals appointed to fill the membership positions designated for Legal Services Staff or any at-large member, no member will be staff of the Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation (MLAC), the Legal Services Corporation (LSC) or their grantees. 

The Justices shall appoint two Co-Chairs.

The Special Advisor for Access to Justice Initiatives of the Administrative Office of the Trial Court shall be a member, ex officio.

The Justices shall appoint one member to represent social service organizations who are eligible to be a grantee of MLAC, IOLTA or LSC and clients of those organizations.

 The Chief Justices of the following Trial Court Departments shall each make three nominations of judges from whom the Justices shall appoint one member per Court: District Court, Boston Municipal Court, Probate and Family Court, and Housing Court.

The Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation, the Massachusetts Bar Association/Massachusetts Bar Foundation (jointly), and the Boston Bar Association/Boston Bar Foundation (jointly) shall each make three or more  nominations from whom the Justices shall appoint one member per organization. 

The Justices shall appoint two Legal Service Staff  persons to represent two of the four Legal Service Corporation (LSC) Regions.  The two regions not represented by a Legal Service Staff person shall each make three or more nominations to the Justices from whom the Justices shall appoint one member per region.  

The Justices shall appoint one law school clinical faculty representative, and may appoint other Members at Large.

Initial terms will be staggered according to the following plan, and members within any category shall draw lots to determine which member has what term:

Four judicial positions 


-  3,3,2,1

MLAC member



-  2

MBA/BBF




-  3

BBA/BBF




-  3

2 Legal Service Project Directors

-  2,1

2 LSC Service Regions


-  2,1

Client
Representative


-  1

Six At Large Members


-  3,3,2,2,1,1

Law School Representative


-  3

After five years, the Justices shall assess whether the Commission continues to be a helpful way to address these issues.

DATE:____February 11, 2010_________

MASSACHUSETTS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION

Initial Terms of Membership
The Membership Statement that accompanies the appointment of the reconstituted Commission specifies that full terms are three years, that the initial terms are to be staggared within four categories of membership and that the members within each category should determine the duration of initial appointments by drawing lots.  To that end, Gerry Singsen and Frank Moran, at the direction of the Commission’s Co-Chairs, drew those lots on March 8, 2010.  All terms expire on February 15 of the year listed and all members are eligible for reappointment.  Here are the resulting terms:

	Position
	Name
	Group
	Term in Years
	Term Expires Feb. 15

	Co-Chair
	Hon. Ralph Gants
	
	3
	2013

	Co-Chair
	David Rosenberg
	
	3
	2013

	Special Advisor for Access to Justice Initiatives
	Hon. Dina Fein
	
	Ex. Off.
	Without term

	District Court 
	Hon. Kathryn Hand 
	A
	1
	2011

	Boston Municipal Court
	Hon. Pamela Dashiell
	A
	3
	2013

	Housing Court
	Hon. Steven Pierce
	A
	2
	2012

	Probate and Family Court
	Hon. Angela Ordoñez
	A
	3
	2013

	Boston Bar
	Anthony Doniger
	
	3
	2013

	Massachusetts Bar
	Jim Van Buren
	
	3
	2013

	Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation
	Robert Foster
	
	2
	2012

	Legal Services Executive: Eastern Region
	Jacquelynne Bowman
	B
	2
	2012

	Legal Services Executive: Southeast Region
	Richard McMahon
	B
	1
	2011

	Legal Services Central & Western Region
	Joel Feldman
	C
	2
	2012

	Legal Services Northeast Region
	Jay Thiel
	C
	1
	2011

	Client Representative
	Ann Bailey Leavenworth
	
	1
	2011

	Law School Faculty
	Russell Engler
	
	3
	2013

	At Large
	Navjeet Bal
	D
	2
	2012

	
	Hon. Cynthia Cohen
	D
	2
	2012

	
	Brent Henry
	D
	3
	2013

	
	Sandra Jesse
	D
	3
	2013

	
	Sue Marsh
	D
	1
	2011

	
	Allan Rodgers
	D
	1
	2011

	
	
	
	


3 = 7
2=6
1=6  Co-chairs = 3 years  Special Advisor = ex officio, without term

