MASSACHUSETTS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION

Supreme Judicial Court

John Adams Courthouse

One Pemberton Square, Suite 2200

Boston, MA  02108-1735

Minutes of Meeting June 17, 2010
Social Law Library, John Adams Courthouse, Boston MA

Present: Commissioners Gants, Rosenberg, Bal, Bowman, Dashiell, Doniger, Engler, Fein, Feldman, Foster, Hand, Henry, Leavenworth, Jesse, Marsh, McMahon, Ordoñez, Paine, Rodgers, Thiel, and Van Buren, Commission Consultant Singsen, and Michelle DuBois, Sheila Hubbard, Kathleen Joyce, Frank Moran, Samantha Morton, Lonnie Powers, Kristin Small, Jayne Tyrrell and Marnie Warner.
The meeting was convened by Justice Ralph Gants, Commission Co-Chair, at 3:00 p.m.  

Chairs’ Reports
Co-Chair Gants announced that the Supreme Judicial Court had decided to institute a $51 addition to the annual attorney registration fee dedicated to access to justice.  The new fee is voluntary; any attorney can opt out of paying the fee on a confidential basis.  The fee goes into effect September 1.

Update on Access to Justice Initiatives in the Trial Court
Commissioner Fein reported on a conference on access to legal information, an upcoming meeting on e-filing and preparations to initiate the information center project with a site in the Brooke Courthouse.

Working Group Reports
The Delivery of Legal Services Working Group has added new sub-groups on prisoner issues and on client and community outreach and education.  Commissioner Leavenworth explained that the latter group involved educating the client community about access to justice.
The Administrative Justice Working Group is developing a model notice letter with the Executive Office of Health and Human Services.  Progress is also being made on guidance for executive branch agencies on language access.

The District Court and Boston Municipal Court Practice Working Group reported on District Court consideration of a standing order allowing limited assistance representation.

Report on Special Project
Commissioners Henry and Jesse offered preliminary observations on the special project they have undertaken to examine three issues: whether there are untapped potential sources of additional funding, such as corporate contributions; how the delivery system can achieve greater continuity in funding levels given the major fluctuations in funding it experiences; and whether greater coordination among programs could make the delivery system more efficient and where the coordination could come from.
Consultant Singsen provided context for the discussion by describing the delivery system’s major components: funding from IOLTA, the state legislature, the Legal Services Corporation and other sources; grants from the Legal Services Corporation, MLAC  and the Massachusetts and Boston Bar Foundations; local legal aid programs, statewide programs, the Committee for Public Counsel Services and smaller specialty programs; and Southeast, Northeast, East and West/Central regions.
The Commission discussed the issues raised by the special project.  Commissioner Foster reported on MLAC’s strategic planning process and agreed to work with Commissioners Henry and Jesse.  Co-Chair Gants asked what the Commission’s role should be in this system.  
The meeting adjourned shortly after 5:00.
