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Supreme Judicial Court

John Adams Courthouse

One Pemberton Square, Suite 2200

Boston, MA  02108-1735  

Denise Squillante, Esq.





November 17, 2010

President

Massachusetts Bar Association

20 West Street

Boston MA 02111

Dear President Squillante:

We understand that the Massachusetts Bar Association House of Delegates will be considering a resolution tomorrow regarding Limited Assistance Representation (LAR).  The Massachusetts Access to Justice Commission (Commission) believes that LAR is an important innovation that increases access to justice by enabling clients to engage lawyers for limited purposes rather than go without legal assistance entirely.  The Commission met this afternoon and unanimously reiterated that view.   We are writing to urge the House of Delegates to support Limited Assistance Representation.

Limited Assistance Representation (LAR) permits an attorney and a client to enter into an agreement under which the attorney represents the client (pro bono or on a fee-for-service basis) for a limited purpose.  Examples include representing the client at a single court event or multiple events, drafting pleadings for the client, or representing the client during mediation or settlement negotiations.

Following successful pilot projects in the Probate and Family Court Department, effective May 1, 2009 the Supreme Judicial Court authorized LAR across the Trial Court, at the discretion of the departmental Chief Justices.  LAR is now in operation throughout the Probate and Family Court, for civil cases in the Boston Municipal Court, and in the Housing Court effective November 1, 2010.  The District Court will soon begin a one year pilot program.  

By order of the SJC, an attorney must be (qualified( to practice LAR.  The training materials to qualify an attorney are currently available through MCLE, on the Probate and Family court website, and on the Senior Partners for Justice website.  The Trial Court(s Access to Justice Initiative is generating a set of generic training materials, which it plans to make widely available. 

LAR represents an important initiative to increase access to justice.  By limiting the scope of their representation, attorneys are able to undertake manageable pro bono commitments or attract fee-for-service clients who might otherwise be unable to afford full representation, perhaps by charging a fixed fee.  In these ways, LAR has the potential to benefit lawyers, litigants, and the court system.  

In order for this new practice tool to achieve its full potential, we need your help.  Specifically, we would ask that your organization consider doing the following: include a discussion of LAR on your website and printed materials; include LAR on your referral panels; and disseminate LAR training materials to your members.   We are also very interested in hearing from your members about their experiences with LAR, so as to ensure that this initiative benefits all involved.  

Thank you for joining us in our effort to enhance access to justice for the people of Massachusetts.

Sincerely,

Honorable Ralph D. Gants



David W. Rosenberg, Esq.

Co-Chair 





Co-Chair

